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ADVERTISEMENT: 


Tux Artiſt thinks himſelf highly honoured by, and 
is much obliged to the Committee who appointed him 
to execute the Box preſented with the Freedom of the 
City of London to Admiral Keppel, and hopes he has 
not failed in the execution of it, having exerted his 
utmoſt abilities. Should his endeavours prove ſuc- 


| ceſsful, by meriting their approbation, he flatters 


himſelf that the performance will intitle him to ſome 


ſmall ſhare of applauſe, which has been his higheſt 


ambition to deſerve. 


Tux elegant deſigns of that eminent Sculptor 
Mr. Bacon, compoſe the ſides of the Box; and the 
vignette in the title page is by the ſame ingenious 
Maſter ; it was at firſt intended for the top, but the 
Artiſt's was adopted ; yet his having great merit, we 
preſent it to the Public as an additional ornament to 
the work. The prints are engraved the ſame ſize as 


the Box. 


Tur deſigns being emblematical, it was thought 
neceſlary to give an explanation of them, the better 
ng mo 
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to comprehend the preciſe meaning of the Artiſt ; 
and it is preſumed the deſigns themſelves are ſufh- 


ciently curious to apologize for their appearing in 
print: at the ſame time they ſerve to ſhew the taſte 
and judgment of the Committee, in their choice of 


ſubjects on this public occaſion, 


Tux action of Admiral Keppel with the French 


Fleet, on the 27th of July, forming but a ſmall part 
of his Public Services, a Succinct Account of them is 


prefixed to this Deſcription of the Freedom Box, for 


reaſons that will appear obvious, and it is hoped will 
not be altogether unpleaſing to the Reader. 
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A 


SUCCINCT ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


PYBLITC-SERVYECERS: 


ADMIRAL KEPPEL. 


"THE Public being already ſo fully informed of all the 

particulars relating to the trial, and honourable acquit- 
tal of Admiral Keppel, it is no way neceſlary to take up the 
Reader's time with a repetition of thoſe circumſtances ; how- 
ever, it may not be improper to give a ſhort view of his con- 


duct, ſo far as relates to his Public Services. 


Tk Honovrable Auguſtus Keppel is che ſecond ſon of 
William Anne, ſecond Earl of Albemarle, by Lady Anne, 


daughter of Charles Lennox, firſt Duke of Richmond, born 


in 1723; his grand-father was Arnold Jooſt Van Keppel, a 
younger ſon of Bernard Van Pallant, Lord Van Keppel, deſ- 
cended from an ancient noble family of the province of 


Guelderland, by Agnes Charlotte Elizabeth, the daughter of 


Jacob Van Waſlenaer, Lord of Opdam; this Anceſtor of our 


Admiral, was, on account of his military and other talents, 


dear 


$- 
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dear to King William, who was an intelligent judge of military 


men, and created him firſt Earl of Albemarle, 


TH1s account of the pedigree and deſcent of the Admiral, 
is not here ſet forth with any view of claiming reſpect to his 
character from the dignity and birth of his anceſtors; we reft 
his title to the veneration and applauſe of his fellow- citizens 


on a much nobler foundation, that of perſonal merit. 


From the rank and example of his illuſtrious family, he 


derived every advantage that could tend to the improvement 


of his own natural endowments. 


* 
4 


AT a very early age he entered into the Navy, under Com- 


modore, afterwards Lord Anſon ; and with that experienced 


commander he ſailed round the world. In this expedition, 
notwithſtanding his youth, he had an opportunity of ſignali— 
zing himſelf on a very perilous occaſion, particularly men- 


tioned by the hiſtorian of that intereſting expedition ; who 


informs us that, at the taking of Paita, on November the 16th, 


1744, this juvenile Hero was expoſed to the moſt imminent 


danger, the ſide of the peak of his jockey cap being ſhot off 


cloſe to his temple by a ball, which, however, did him no 
other injury. 


IN 
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IN April 1743, Mr. Keppel returned with Lord Anſon in 


the Centurion, from the expedition round the world: and 
we find, towards the latter end of the ſame year, he was ap- 


pointed a Captain in the Royal Navy, though not twenty years 
of age. 


In 1746, he commanded the Maidſtone, and was very active 
in taking and deſtroying many French frigates and privateers ; 
his activity and zeal procured him, in 1751, the command of a 
ſquadron in the Mediterranean; and when on that ſervice, the 
Commodore was ordered to ſail into the harbour of Algiers, 


and to demand reſtitution of the Dey for the many depreda- 


tions committed on the Britiſh ſubjects by the 9 
which he caſily obtained. 


Ix 275 2, he likewiſe concluded treaties with the States of 
Tunis and Tripoly; and, after having been above three years 
on the Mediterrancan ſtation, returned home before the cloſe 


of the ſame year. In 1735, Commodore Keppel was ſent ta 


protect che trade of Virginia; the next year, he was active in: 


the Channel in taking many prizes from the French. 


WHEN the expedition againſt Goree, on the coaſt of Africa, 


was reſolved upon, that great, wiſe, and active miniſter, Mr. 


B. | Pitt, 


8 | VVV r. 

Pitt, made choice of Commodore Keppel for this important 
conqueſt. With five ſhips and two bomb-ketches, he arrived 
there on December the 24th, and immediately began the at- 
tack, and ſoon obliged the governor to ſurrender at diſcretion. 
After having firmly eſtabliſhed the dominion of Great Britain 
on the coaſt of Senegal, and Cape Verd in Africa, he ſailed for 
England, where he arrived in March, 17 59. 


Ox the ever-memorable 2oth of November of the ſame 


year, being Captain of the Torbay, under the immortal Hawke, 


he was ordered by him, with ten ſhips of the line, to cut off 


the retreat of the enemy ; but from motives of delicacy he ex- 


preſſed an unwillingneſs to take the lead of ſenior officers. 


Admiral Hawke replied, I know you will do your duty, there- 


fore go: on this occaſion he fell in with the Theſee, which he 
funk at the ſecond broadſide. Tt. 


His courage, activity, and zeal in the ſervice of his country, 


could not eſcape the notice of his Sovereign, who honoured | 


him with the command of the Plymouth diviſion of marines. 


After this the Commodore had another opportunity of exerting 


thoſe talents, and that bravery which had merited ſo juſt 3 


xeward. 
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'WHEN it was found expedient to attempt the conqueſt of 
Belle-Iſle, which, on account of its ſtrength and ſituation, is 
the key of the whole Gallic weſtern coaſt, and might afterwards 
facilitate other attempts upon that part of the enemy's ſhore. 


A ſquadron of nine line of battle ſhips, ſome frigates, freſhips, 


and bombs was put under his command, together with one 


hundred ; tranſports, having on board g, ooo troops, with a 
- proportionate train of artillery, under the command of Ma- 


jor-General Hodgſon. 


Tuk bravery and conduct of the French governor, and the 


indefatigable zeal ef the garriſon, together with the flrength 
of the fortifications, the ſcarcity-of proviſions, and the dange- 
rrous ſituations of the coaſt, were obſtacles that retarded the 


ſucceſs of the enterprize; but ſuch perſeverance, judgment, 


and valour were oppoſed to them by the Commodore, and the 
commander of the troops, that the governor on the 7th of 
June, to ſave the reſt of his valiant garriſon, was forced to 


:capitulate. 


Upox the jundtion of the Spaniards with the French, in 
1762, the Britiſh Miniſter ſent Admiral Pocock againſt the 
Havannah. The three Keppels were deſlined to a ſhare of the 
laurels : the eldeſt brother, Lord of Albemarle, had the 


command 
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command of the land forces: and the landing of the troops 


was effected, without loſs, under cover of that diviſion of the 


fleet which Commodore Keppel directed. The third brother, 


being then Major-General, commanded the attack of the Moro 


Caſtle, the reduction of which, on the zoth of July, as well as 


that of the Havannah, on Auguſt the 13th, crowned the whole- 
| 7 


enterpriſe with ſucceſs. 


IMMEDIATELY after the ſurrender of the Havannah, he was 


ſent on a cruize on the weſtern lation ; where he had the 


good fortune to take four French frigates, with eighteen fail 
of merchantmen under their convoy, Theſe, and all his 
ſormer ſervices, his Sovereign thought proper to reward by 
creating him Rear-Admiral of the Blue. Under this promo— 


tion, his cruizes were attended with the ſame ſucceſs, for he 


took ſeveral rich Spaniſh ſhips at the latter end of 1762, and 


in January and February of the enſuing year; Which gave our 


gallant Admiral opportunities of acquiring an opulent fortune. 


Ir now fell to the part of Admiral Keppel to ſerve his 


country in a more peaceable line; and he returned to the 


ſituation of a Britiſh Senator, in which he had before ferved, 


being elected member of parliament for Windfor in 1761, in 


the 


1 


1 


„„ 
Bt” oY 
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the room of his brother, who was called up to the Houle of 


Lords in 1754, on the demiſe of his father. 


IN 17635, under the Marquis of Rockingham's adminiſtra- 
tion, he was appointed one of the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, and continued in that office till 1766. But his 
Ma jeſty, out of regard for his great and public ſervices, and 
with a view more to attach him to his royal perſon, appointed 


kim one of the Grooms of his Bedchamber. 


Tux ſame borough of Windſor returned him their member 
in the two following parliaments; in which quality of a Bri- 
tiſh Senator, he always ſhewed a noble and manly indepen- 


dence, joined to uncommon moderation. 


IN 1778, the open aſſiſtance given by France to our revolted 
Colomies of America, and the hoſtile preparations carried on 
by that nation, contrary to the ſaith of treaties, againſt Great 
Britain, determined Adminiſtration to ſend a fleet of obſer- 


vation to watch the motions of the enemy. 


ADMIRAL. KerPPEL, from his known abilities, was appointed 
to this important command. Having failed from St. Helens 
with twenty ſhips of the line, he fell in with the Pallas and 


C _ Licorne 
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Licorne frigates, which, upon their refuſing to come under his 
ſtern, were taken. The intelligence he received from papers 
found on board theſe ſhips, was ſufficient to ſhew him that the 


fleet under his command was inadequate to the —— 


ments of the ſervice he was upon. x 


Tux French had thirty-two ſail of the line in Breſt harbour; 
he therefore prudently returned to Portſmouth, the 27th of 
June. Having obtained a reinforcement, he ſailed again on 
July the gth, and was joined at Plymouth, and off the Lizard, 
by other ſhips, which completed the number of thirty ſail of 


line of battle ſhips under his command. 


ON the 23d of the ſame month, he came in ſight of the 
French fleet; and finding them backward to come to a deci- 


ſive action, he reſolved to give chaſe, and on the 27th the 


engagement began, in which the French met with ſo warm a 
reception, that they ſtood off, unwilling to hazard the event 


of a cloſe and general conteſt. 


, 


TRE diſabled ſhips prevented an immediate purſuit, and the 


Vice-Admiral of the Blue neglecting to obey the ſignal for re- 


newing the attack, the enemy availed themſelves of the op- 


| portunity, and favoured by night, took ſhelter i in their own: 
Pot The Amaral then returned to Plymouth to refit. 
Arrza 
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AFTER a ſhort time he ſailed again, and continued at ſea 
for ſome time; the French always carefully avoiding the ſtation 
he kept. Some time after his return he found, to his great ſur- 
priſe, that the Vice-Admiral of the Blue, whoſe diſobedience 
was overlooked, for the ſake of preſerving unanimity in the 
ſervice, charged him with miſconduR, and neglect of duty on 
the 27th and 28th of July. 


Tux exhibited charges were haſtily accepted, and a trial 
immediately ordered to be held at Portſmouth, on board the 
Britannia, oa January 7th, 1779; which (by an act of parlia- 
ment for that purpoſe) was removed to the houſe of the Go- 


vernor of his Majeſty's garriſon at Portſmouth. 


wc 
Tux: Court-martial under Sir Thomas Pye, Admiral of the 


White, as Preſident, having proceeded on the trial, after 2: 


tedious examination of a great number of witneſſes, our Ad- 


miral, on the goth of January, made his defence: and on the 
11th of February the Court pronounced ſentence; by which 
te was honourably acquitted, and the charge declared to be 


malicious and ill founded. 


Tux general ſatisfaction expreſſed by the Public on the ho- 


=nourable acquittal of the Admiral, is freſh in the memory of 


every one, and is the ſtrongeſt confirmation that the opinions 


of: 
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of the people at large perfectly coincided with the ſentence 
and declaration of the reſpectable characters who preſided at 


the trial, as well as thoſe who were witneſles on the occaſion. 


The circumſtantial and full evidence of ſo many gallant and 


experienced officers, who, from their ſtation and merit, were beſt 
qualified to judge of the accuſed Admiral's conduct, are teſti- 
monies that muſt for ever remain the ſtrongeſt refutation of 


every inſidious ſuggeſlion of malice and envy. 


He had the honour of recciving the congratulations of both 


Houſes of Parliament on the triumph of his innocence, and 
thanks for his prudent conduct in that expedition, upon which 


the charges againſt him had been fo malicioully founded. 


I2zx City of London has been always conſpicuous in taking 
| the lead, and rewarding the merits of thoſe who have diſtin— 
guiſhed themſelves in the ſervice of their country. Actuated 
by ſuch liberal ſentiments, the Court of Aldermen and Com- 
mon Council, by their unanimous reſolution, on the 12th of 
February, 1779, ordered the thanks of their court to be given 
to Admiral Keppel; it was likewiſe reſolved to preſent him 
with the Freedom of the City in a Box of Heart of Oak, richly 


ornamented with gold, and various emblematical repreſenta- 


tions, as a teſtimony of their approbation of his Public Services. 
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DESIGNS ON THE BOX. 


THE TOP. 


HE whole Box is made of Heart of Oak, covered with 

rich gold moſaic work, through the openings of which 
the oak is ſeen; the Heart of -Oak being an emblem of the 
Britiſh Navy, and her gallant Sons. On the oval, in the 
centre of the Box is, painted in enamel, a female figure ſeated, 
and crowned with the pinnacles of a city wall, leaning on a 
ſhield, bearing the arms of the City of London; ſhe holds in 
her leſt hand a ſceptre, and with her right is crowning the buſt. 
of Admiral Keppel. This figure, repreſenting the City of 
London, has at her feet emblems of liberty, commerce, and 
"riches, &c. acquired by the navigation of the River Thames. 
as ſhewn by a river-god on the fore ground, on whole right | 
hand is an antique rudder, and on his left a water urn: the 


D back 


16 1 Dr ener tt o 


back ground has a view of St. Paul's. The upper part of the 
border of this oval has the following motto taken from Ho- 


race, in gold letters, on a blue tranſparent enamelled ground: 


Nil conſcire ſibi, nulla palleſcere culpa.“ 
Conſcious of nothing which ſhould pale his cheek. * 
Conſcious to no ſelf reproach, and having no fault to turn 


pale with “. 
On the lower part of the border is this motto : 


*+£ Merles profundo, pulchrior evenit,” 
Plunge him in ocean, he will riſe to day. 


Dearly earned rewards. are the ſweeteſt. 


meaning, that reward the Admiral did not obtain without 
being brought to the very brink of loſing it, together with his 


life and honour. 


OVER theſe mottos, in a ribbon, is a third, expreſſive of the 


dangerous eſſects of the charges exhibited againſt the Admiral. 


* The Editor has given a free as well as a literal tranſlation of the mottos, ſoine of his friends 


preferring one and ſome the other, 


% Vireſcit 


„ Vireſcit vulnere Virtus.“ 


Virtue dertves freſh vigour from a wound. 


Virtue when wounded acquires freſh vigour. 


Tur medallion, on the right ſide of the oval, repreſents 
Naval Juſtice, holding a trident in her right hand, and in 
her leſt a balance, treading on Envy, and ſurrounded by 
martial trophies, expreſſive of that juſtice which governed the 
ſorterice of the Court-martial. The name of Admiral Pye, the 
Preſident, is on the top; as alſo Admirals Montague, Buckle, Ar- 
buthnot, and Roddam ; Captams Milbank, Drake, Penny, Bennet, 
Botelear, Moutray, Duncan, and Cranſton, who compoſed the 
 Court-martial, are engraved in letters of gold on the blue 


enamelled border ſurrounding the medallion. 


THE medallion on the left hand repreſents Naval V 
diſtributing crowns, ſurrounded by naval trophies. The name 
of Sir Robert Harland is on the top; and in the circle of the 
medallion the names of the other reſpectable witneſſes, engra- 
ved in letters of gold, viz. Campbell, Allen, More, Marſhall, Taullh.- 
ner, Laſorey, Bradley, Boyle, Clement, Macbride, Gower, Jeroiws, 

Kingſmill, Douglas, Coſby, NI Stewart, Lumley, Rogers, Arnold, 
Hamilton, and Preſcott. 


Ti 


18 e 


THz rim, or ſhutting part, of the Box, is ornamented al- 
ternately with ſcolloh ſhells and anchors ; the ſcollop ſhell ting 


part of the coat of arms of the Keppel family. 


THE FRONT. 
ON the leſt medallion, Truth is repreſented fitting with a 
cube in her hand, denoting eternal flability, having a radiant 


{lar on her forchead, ſhewing its brilliant and illuminating 


effeas on the human mind: ſhe is naked, becauſe Truth re- 


quires no dreſs, or ornaments. . 


SCRUTINY is dreſſed in an antique ſtyle, holding a ſieve un- 
der her leſt arm, as a proper emblem of ſeparating truth from 


falſehood ; with her right hand ſhe lifts up a mantle, which 


diſcoyers Truth; and has the following motto from Virgil; 


„ Animum veris implet.“ 

She fills the mind with nothing but the truth. 
Scrutiny fills the mind with truth, rejecting all prejudices and 

tallehoods, : 


THz right- hand medallion repreſents Military Virtue, armed 
with a ſpear and ſword. The flar on his breaſt ſhews the 1a- 
diance and conſpicuous eminence of great military actions: 
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one leg is placed upon a globe which it fixes, to ſhew, that 


virtue even preſcribes laws to the fickleneſs of chance and 


fortune. 


Hoxovk here is repreſented in a more modern dreſs, with 
a collar of knighthood, putting the herald's cap of honour on 
the head of Virtue. 


Tax motto expreſſes the permanency of honours thus con- 


ferred on Virtue : 


e Semper honos, nomenque Tuun, laudeſque manebunt.” 
T hine honour, name, and praiſe ſhall ever live. 


Thine is the praiſe, the honour and the glory. 


THE ENDS. 

ON the right end of the Box, the Triton of Great Britain 

is repreſented in a warlike poſture ; the ſhield with the Britiſh 
arms worn by the young Triton, points out the vigorous 
| firength of the Britiſh naval force. The French Triton, with 
diſhevelled hair, in a dejected attitude, flies before his con- 
querors, drops the point of his ſword, and lowers even his 
defending buckler. Night, crowned with ſoporific poppies, 
ſpreads her ſable mantle, ſtrewed with numerous ſtars, between 
the combatants, under the cover of which the French Triton 


* eſcapes. 


20 %%% » 
eſcapes. The Britiſh Triton wiſhes only for the return of day 


0 finiſh his conquell, expreſſed by the motto: 


++ Phoſphore redde diem.” 
Oh for the day to light me on to fame! 


O morning ſtar bring back the day! 


The other part of the motto expreſles the favourable deceit of 


the night, under which the French fleet evaded her total ruin; 
«© Fraude noctis.” 
On friendly night ! 


Under cover of night ! 


Ox the left end of the Box, the Britiſh Triton, in a defying 


warlike poſture, alludes to the prudent meaſure adopted and 


executed by the naval commanders, vigorouſlly protecting the 


Britiſh commerce, whoſe wealth Mercury ſhews in his purſe: 


A numerous fleet of merchant ſhips are ſeen at a diſtance 


entering into their deſtined ports: to which this motto alludes; 


Immenſæ ruperunt horrea meſſes.“ 


Thy valour heaped our wharfs with wealth, 


Immenſe crops filled their ſlorehouſes; their granaries burft 


with plenty, For 
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For thus the wealth of both the Indies filled the Britiſh ſtore- 
houſes. 


THE BACK. 
ON the back of the Box are the arms of the city of London, 
ſupporters and regalia : the gold plate lining the inſide of the 


top contains the Reſolution of the Common Council of the 


City of London “. 


THE VIGNETTE. 

Ox the vignette is repreſented Admiral Keppel, attended by 
Neptune and Mars; on the right is a female figure reſting on 
a ſhield, on which the City Arms are expreſſed, attended by 
Juſtice preſenting to the Admiral the Freedom of the City of 
London. 


* The medallions are all painted in enamel, on gold plates with gold borders and ribbons, 


on which the mottos are all engraved in letters of gold, on a blue tranſparent enamelled ground. 


The gold chaſe meſaic work, through which the oak is ſeen, ſerves as a ground to the whole Box. 


A Common 


„% i e 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of 
London, on Friday the 12th of Feb. 1779. 


PL U M B E, Mavor. 


Reſolved 
UNANIMOUSLY, That the thanks of this Court be given to the 


honourable Auguſtus Keppel, Admiral of the Blue, for his 
long and faithful ſervices to this country; for his ready accept- 
ance, at the call of his Sovereign, of the important charge of 
Commander of the Britiſh fleet in the time of imminent dan- 
ger; for the anxious attention that appears in every inſtance 
of his conduct to the ſafety of this country; for his judicious, 
able, and ſpirited behaviour on the twenty ſeventh of July laſt, 
in his attack on the French Fleet, for his glorious and gallant 
efforts to renew the engagement in the afternoon of that day, 
efforts rendered unſucceſsful through the want of obedience 
to his orders by the Vice-Admiral of the Blue; for the great 
protection given by him to our trade, to which entirely we are 
indebted for the ſafe arrival of the Eaſt and Weſt-India fleets; 

for his animating conduct and example, happily followed by 

fuch ſignal exertion of ſpirit and intrepidity in the officers and | 
ſeamen of the Britiſh fleet, as conveyed terror to our enemies, | 
and obliged them to ſeek ſhelter i in their own ports by an ig- 


nominious flight. | (Signed) R 1 X. 
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TO the reſpectable names mentioned in the laſt para- 
graph page 17. ), ſhould have been added the names of every 
witneſs called on Admiral Keppel's trial, both by his proſecu- 
tor and himſelf, as the ſubſtance of the whole evidence given 


(notwithſtanding the invidious intentions of a very few), 


tended to the illuſtration of his character; in which light, we 


are called upon ſtrongly to advert to the teſtimony of thoſe 
officers of high honour, ſervice, and experience, Sir John 
Lockart Roſs, Sir John Lindſay, Captain Edwards, and Captain 
Maitland; and to the generous effuſion of truth in that of Cap- 


tain Vindſor, and Lieutenant Bertie. 
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